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Ontefqueiu wittilyob- 
ferves, that by build- 
ing profefled mad- 
houfes men tacitly 
infinuate, that all 
who are out of their 

MANGER = fenfesare to be found 
Only in thofe places. This remark 
having made fome impreflion on my 
mind, produced aft night the fol- 
lowing vifion. 

1 imagined that Bedlam had been 
ordered to be rebuilt upon a more 
extenfive plan by aét of parliament ; 
and that Sean Swift calling at my 
lodgings, offeced to accompany me 
to fee the new-ereéted edifice, 
which, he obferved, was not half 
capacious enough before to contain 
the various {pecies of madnefs that 
are to be found in this kingdom. 
As we walked through the galie- 
ries, he gave me the following ac- 
count of the feveral inhabitants. 

The lady in the firft apartment 
had prevailed upon her hufband, a 
man of itudy and economy, to in- 
dulge her with a route twice a week 
at her own houfe. This foon mul- 
tiplied her obligations to the com- 
pany fhe kept, andin a fortnight 
fhe infited upon two more. “His 
lordfhip venturing to oppofe her de- 
mand with iteacy reiolution but 
with equal tenderneis, the lady com- 
plained, that the rights of quality 
and fortune were invaded, that her 
credit was loft with the fafhionable 
world, and that ignorance and bru 
tality had robbed her of the plea- 
{ures of a reafonable being, and ren- 
dered her the moft unhappy wife in 
Great Britain. ‘The caule of her 
complaints, nowever, ftill fubfifted, 
and by perpetually brooding over 
it fhe at length turned her brain. 





Next to her is a dramatic writer, 
whofe comedy having been juflly 
damned, hebegan to vent his {pleen 
againit the public by weekly abules 
ot the prefent age; but as neither 
the play nor his defences of it were 
read, his indignation continually 
increa(fed till at length it terminated 
in madnefs. 

He on the right hand is a philo- 
fopher, who has loft his reafon in a 
fruitleis attempt to difcover the cau- 
fes of electricity. 

He, on the left, 1s a celebrated 
jockey of noble birth, whofe tavou- 
ritemare, that had enjoyed three 
triumphs in former feafons, was dif- 
a a few days agoat New-mar- 

ef. 

Yonder meager man has bewil- 
dered his underftanding by clolely 
itudying the doctrine of chances, in 
order to quality himéelf for a pro- 
felforfhip which will be fhortly eita- 
blihed and amply endowed at an 
eminent chocolate-houfe, where lec- 
tures Ov this important fubject are 
gonitantly to be read. 

An unforeieen accident turned the 
head of the next unfortunate priio- 
ner. She had fora long time pafled 
for fifteen years younger than ihe 
was, and her lively behaviour and 
airy drefs concurred to help for- 
ward the impofition ; till one even- 
ing, ae animated with an extra- 
ordinary flow ot ipirits, fhe danced 
out feven of her artificial teeth, 
which were immediately picked up, 
and delivered to her with great ce- 
remony by her partner. 

The merchant in the neighbour- 
ing cell had refolved to gain a 
plumb. He was pofieiied of ieven- 
ty thoufand pounds, and cagerly 

expected 
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t14 A Vifit to Bedlam: A Vificn. 


expefted a fhip that was to com- was ordered to fend to Paris for the 
plete his wifhes. But the fhip was lace with which his wedding cloaths 
calt away in the chansel, and was to be adorned. But in the 
the merchant is diftratted for his midft of thefe preparations for prof- 


lofs. perity, all his tickets were drawn 
- That difconfolate lady had for blanks ; and inftead of his villa on 
many years aliiduoufly attended an 


the banks of the Thanies, you now 
old gouty uncle, had affented toall fee him in thefe melancholy lodg- 


his abfurdities and humovured alljhis ings. / 
foibles, in fullexpectation of being His neighbour in the next apart- 
made his exccatrix ; when happen- ment was an honeft footman, who 
ing one day to affirm that his gruel was perfuaded likewife to try his 
had fack enopgh in it, contrary to forwune in the fame lottery; and 
his opinion, he altered his will im- who, obtaining avery large and une 
mediately, and left all to her bro- expeéted fam, could not ftand the 
ther; which affords her noconfo- fhock of fuch fudden good fortune, 
lation, for avarice is able to fubdue bux grew mad with excefs of joy. 
the tendernefs of nature. You wonder to fee that cell beau- 
Behold the beautiful and virtuous tified with Chinefe vafes and urns. 
Theodora! Her fondnels foran un- [tis inhabited by that famous vir- 
grateful hufband was unparalleled. tuofo lady Harriet Brittle, whofe 
She deteéted him in the arms of a opinion was formerly decifive at all 
difagreeable and affected prof- auctions, where the was ufually ap- 
titute, and was driven to diftrac- pealed to about the genuinenels of 
tion. porcelain. She purchaied, at an 
Is my old friend the commentator exorbitant price, a Mandarin, and 
here likewife? Alas! he has loft a Jos, that were the envy of al] the 
his wits in enquiring whetheror no female connoiffeurs, and were al- 
the antients wore perukes ; asdid lowed to be ineftimable. They 
his neighbour Cynthio by receiving wereto be placed at the upper end 
a frown from his patron at the lait of a little rock-work temple of Chi- 
levee. nefe architeéture, in which neither 
The fat lady, upon whom you propriety, proportion, nor true 
look fo earneflly, is a grocer’s wife beauty, were confidered, and were 
in the city. Her diforder was oc- carefully packed up in different 
cafioned by her feeing at court, laft boxes: but the brutith waggoner 
twelfth night, the daughterof Mr. happening to overturn his carriage, 
Alderman Squeeze, oil-man, in a they were crufhed to pieces. The 
fack far richer and more elegant poor lady’s underftanding could not 
than her own. furvive {0 irreparable my A ; and 
The next chamber contains an her relations, to footh her paffion, 
adventurer who ppcnene thirty have provided thofe Chelfea urns 
tickets m the lafi lottery. As he with which fhe has decorated her 
was a perfonof afanguine complexi- chamber, and which fhe believes to 
on and lively yaagnetion, he was be true Nanguin. 
fure of gaining the ten thoufand Yonder miferable youth, being 
pounds by the number of his chan- engaged in a hot contention ata 
ces. He {pent amonth in furveying fathionable brothel about a celebra- 
the counties that lie in the neigh- ted courtezan, killed a fea officer 
bourhood of the metropolis, before with whofe face he was not acquaint- 
he could find Out-an agreeable fite ed; but who proved upon enquiry 
for the fine houfe he intended to to be his own brother, who had 
build. He next fixed his eye on a been ten years abfent in the In- 
moft blooming and beautiful girl, dies. 
whom he defigned tohonouras his Look attentively into the next 
bride. He befpoke a magnificent cell ; you will chere difcovera lady 
coach, and the ornaments of his of great worth and fine accomplith- 
harnefs were to be of his own inven- ments, whofe father condemned her 
tion. Mr. Degagee, the taylor, to the arms of a right honourable 
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debauchee, when he knew fhe had England before the death of tne 
fixed her affeétions irrevocably on late king, and which they fill con- 
another, who pofiefied an unin- tinued ; having landed at Haitings, 
cumbered eftate, but wanted the ravaged the ifle of Wight, and laid 
ornament of a title. She fubmit- the country under grievous contri- 
ted to the orders of a ftern father, butions. The troops of the Frenca 
with patience, obedience, and a king had alfo had confiderable fuc- 
breaking heart. Her husband cefs againit the Englith forces in 
treated her with that contempt Galcony, and other parts of France, 
which he thought due to a citizen’s On the mecting of the parlament, 
daughter; and befides communi- tne firft ftep the commons took, 
cated to her an infamous diltem- was to chufe Sir Peter de la Mare, 
per, which her naturalimodefty for- the great patriot of the Good par- 
bad her to difcover in time ; and liament, and who had been unjuitly 
the violent medicines which were imprifoned a whole year by the 
afterwards adminiftered to her by duke of Lancafter, for their fpeaker. 
an unf{kilful furgeon, threw herinto The commons afterwards defied, 
a delirious fever, from which fhe that certain perfons of unblemifhed 
could never be recovered. morals, and undoubted capacity, 
Here the Dean paufed; and fhould be appointed in parliament, 
looking upon me with great ear- as the king’s conftant counfellors, 
neftneis, and grafping my hand to aét in the adminiftration, and 
clofely, {poke with an emphafis dirett the application of the money 
that awaked me; ‘ Think me not granted for the profecution of the 
‘ fo infenfible a monfter, as tode- French war. Accordingly, nine 
ride the lamentable lot of the perfons were chofen by the lords, 
wretches we have now furveyed. and {worn of the council. Alice 
If welaugh acthe follies, letus at Perrers was alfo condemned to ba- 
the fame time pity the manifold nifiment in this patliament, and 
miferies of man.’ all her eftates forfeited. And the 
commons gave a particular evidence 
The Life of Wittiam or WrKs- Qriichefter: by petitioning rnc bing 
: . R 
HAM, Bifbop of Wincheiter. to ratify and confirm his sasab, 
(Continued from Page 104.) which was done accordingly under 
the great feal. 

{™ mediately after the coronation ine management of the public 
of Richard, a great council of affairs fucceeded very ill in thofe 
the lords and prelates, being af hands to which it was intrufted by 
{embled to fertle the adminiftration the parliament, notwithitanding the 
of ailairs, nominated a regency care which feemed to have been 
during the minority of the in, taken in fettling the adminifra- 
confiiting of twelve gerfons, among tion: For the people 
whom were the bifhops of London eafement of their taxes, nor any 
and Sarum, the earls of Marche retrenchment of the public ex. 
and Arundel, and the lords Lati- pences. The demands for the na- 
mer and Cobham. The duke of tional fervices increafed, the trea 
Lancaiter, who had hitherto had fury was exhautled, and the kin 
the chief direction of the public in debt. The war was very indié- 
affairs, upon this retired in difguft ferently condudled, and the duke 
to Kenilworth caftle ; though he at of Lancafler had made a very un- 
the fame time declared, that he fuccefsful expedition into Brittany 
fhould be ready to affiftthe young The commons, therefore, in the 
king to the utmott of his power, if parliament which met in 
his affiftance fhould be neceflary. A aera petitioned for a redr 
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found no 
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parliament was called fhortly after, feveral grievances, and that the be- 
haviour of the king’s officers and 

minifters might be infpeéted and 
& and Council, in 
full 


to concert meafures for oppofing 
the progrefs of the French, who 
had commenced hoftilities againit examined, the kin 

3 2 
























































0g ty Nee a a a ee le te me 





dius 





ed Tr 


116 The Life of William of Wykeham. 


full parliament, appointed fixteen 


commillioners, to examine the of- 
ficers and their accounts, to furvey 
and inipeét the revenues of the 
king and kingdom, and to examine 
into the fees of officers under the 
Jate king, annuities granted by him, 
and the like; and to certify the 
refult of their enquiries to the king 
and council. Wykeham was ap 

inted to be one of thefe commits 
ioners. And certainly the parliae 
ment could not have given a 
ftronger proof their confidence in 
him, and their conviction of the 
uprightnefs of his adminiftration 
under king Edward the third, than 
by the appointment of him to be 
One of the examiners into the 
abuies of that reign, as well as the 
preient. 

Shortly after this, thofe infurrec- 
tions happened which were begun 
in Kent and Effex, and which are 
commonly kaown by the name of 
Wat. Tyler’s rebe)lion. Thefe 
malecontents having  afflembled 
themielves together in fuch nume- 
rous bodies, as to be too formidable 
to be tupprefied by the civil power, 


‘ pulled down the houfes of the no- 


bility and gentry, put go death all 
the jultices and practitioners of the 
Jaw who fell into their hands, and 
committed many other exceffes, be- 
fore they approached London. 
When they arrived there, being 
joined by the populace of the city, 
they burned and levelled to the 
ground the duke of Lancafter’s pae 
tace of the Savoy, and deitroyed all 
the books, papers, and records in 
the temple ; and, amongit other 
outrages, beheaded Simon Sudburyg 
archbifhop of Canterbury, and Sir 
Robert Hales the treafurer, upon 
tower-hill. Thefe  infurreétions 
were, however, at length quelled by 
the refolute behaviour of Walworth, 
the lord-mayor, and John Philpot, 
a public-{pirited alderman of Lon- 
don, aided by a very bold and fuc- 
cefsful effort of the young king 
himfelf, which fhewed great cou- 
rage and prefence of mind, and 
what might have been expected 
from him, if his natural talents had 
been cultivated by a proper educa- 
tion. Hilorians in general have 


condemned abfolutely all the peo- 
le who were concerned in thefe 
infurrections. They, certainly, 
committed many actions which 
were totally indefenfible. But itis, 
perhaps, only doing them juftice to 
acknowledge, that they had reafon 
to bedifcontented. It was the polle 
tax which gave immediate rife to 
thefe tumults: But tho’ this tax fell 
chiefly upon the common people, 
and was collected in a very oppref- 
five manner,. they had many other 
juft fubjeis of complaint. The 
common people in England were, at 
that time, in a ftate of great vaffa- 
lage and fubje€tien to the lords and 
proprietors of the lands; loaded 
and opprefled with taxes, and ina 
ftate of great flavery. However 
unjuftifiable, therefore, fome of 
their proceedings _— be, they 
were certainly contending for that 
liberty, to which every man has a 
natural claim, and of which no 
power On earth had any right tode- 
rivethem. It is eafy for the opu- 
ent, and’thofe in elevated ftations, 
to talk of the unreafonable difcon- 
tents of the multitude, and their 
aptitude to fediuon and revolt; 
but, perhaps, it would appear, 
upon an impartial enquiry, that 
there have been few initances of 
very general rifings among the com- 
mon ‘people, the primary caufe of 
which hath not been the opprefhons 
of the poor, in fome way or other, 
by the great and wealthy. 

To fettle the ftate of the nation, 
and to quiet the minds of the peo- 
ple, after thefe great commotions, 
a parliament was called in the be- 
ginning of November ; and when 
it was met, the commons petitioned 
that certain prelates and lords 
might be appointed to confer with 
them on the ftate of the nation; 
and being required to give in the 
names of fuch as they would chofe 
for this purpofe, they named feven- 
teen, and among them the bifhop of 
Winchefter. ‘Thete lords had ac- 
cordingly a conference with the 
commons; in which the commons 
complained heavily of the badnefs 
of the adminiitration, and of the 
oppreilions fuftained by the people. 


In confequence of thefe remon-— 
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ftrances of the commons, nineteen 
commifhoners were appointed, of 
whom the bifhep of Winchefter 
was one, to examine into the flate 
and government of the king’s per- 
fon and houfhold, and to provide 
remedies for abufes. And thefe 
commifhoners having accordingly 
entered upon this enquiry, in the 
fecond meeting of the parliament, 
the commons petitioned, that the 
officers of the kine’s houfhold 
might be fworn to obferve the ordi- 
nance and government of the 
houfhold, as appointed by the cum- 
miffioners; which petition was 
granted. 

But fuch was the imprudence of 
Richard, that no regulations of the 
parliament, however falutary, were 
fuficient to put the affairs of the 
kingdom upon a proper footing. 
For this weak prince, by his own 
authority, would render acts of 
parliament of noeffect. Immerfed 
in riot and debauchery, he had 
neither time nor inclination to at- 
tend tothe interefts of nis kingdom. 
He gave himfelf up to the direction 
of a fet of worthlefs perfons, who 
flattered his vices, and plunged him 
into every fpecies of excefs. The 
duke of Lancafter retired from 
court, rather than mingle with the 
mean parafites who furrounded his 
nephew : And whilft the king was 
{guandering away his revenue upon 
his flatterers and pleafures, the 
queen was acting in the fame man- 
ner towards her needy and rapaci- 
Ous Countrymen. 

About hie time the great conteft 
happening between Pope Urban 
the Vith, and his rival the Anti- 
Pope, Clement the Vilth; anc the 
Englifh court having taken part 
with Urban, Clement publifhed a 
crufade againft the Englifh, and 
commiffioned the king of Scotland 
to execute it. Upon this, agrees 
able to the ufual cuftom in fuch 
cafes, the lords marchers of the 
north were ordered by parliament 
to go into their refpective coun- 
tries, to fortify their caitles, and to 
be in readinefs to defend the bor- 
ders againit the Scots. ‘Thefe lords 


therefore petitioned, that part of the 
fupplies raifed for the defence of 
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the nation againft Scctland, might 
be allowed them in confideration of 
this fervice. And the matter being 
debated in the houfe of Peers, the 
bifhop of Wincheiter was the prin- 
cipal perfon who oppofed their pe« 
tition ; and, notwithftanding their 
great power and influence, it was his 
authority and weight in Parliament 
which carried the queilion againft 
them. He alledged, that the se 8 

and honours which they now pof- 
fefled, had been given them for this 
very purpofe, that they might be 
enabled to defend the borders, and 

repel the Scots; andto fave the 

kingdom the trouble and expence 

of fending forces to thofe diftant 

parts: that they were in acondition 

to perform this fervice with eafe; 

as their anceltors, who were much 

lefs able to do it, had gained 

many victories ever thofe enemies 

of their country. Accordingly the 

parliament, influenced by thofe rea- 
fons, only granted to thefe lords 

commiffions to raife forces, and to 

make reprifals upon the Scots. 

In the year 1382, the bifhops and 
clergy being greatly alarmed at the 

progrefs which Wickliff’s princi- 

les and doétrine were daily ma- 

Line: & particularly in the univer- 
fity of Oxford, the archbifhop of 
Canterbury fummoned that afiem- 
bly of the clergy in Black Friars, of 
which we have hadoccaion tofpeak 
in the life of that reformer. The 
tenets of Wickliff were unanimouf- 
ly condemned in this aflembly, 
fome as heretical, and others as er- 
roneous- The bifhop of Winchef- 
ter afiifted at this aflembly, & was, 
after the archbifhop, the principal 
perfon there: as he was alfo in 
another fynod of bifhops and doc- 
tors convened at the fame place, 
where Dr. Robert Rygge, chancel- 
lor of the univerfity of Oxford, was 
cited to appear, tor refufing to obey 
the archbifhop’s mandate, te which 
he was ordered to affitt at the pub- 
lifhing the condemnation of the te- 
nets of Wickliff. The chancellor 
was alfo charged with having, in the 
moft open manner, countenanced, 
and protected, thoie who favoured 
and propagated the doctrines of 
Wicklif. ‘Though the bifhop of 
W incheiler, 
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Winchefter affifled at both thefe ‘* would have writtep to me, 
affemblies, it does not particular- ‘* though it were but two words, of 
jy appear what fhare he took ‘* confolation and adieu. Her let- 
in the management of this affair. ‘* ter would not have betrayed her, 
Hlowever, we find that when ‘‘ and would have {pared me fuf- 
the chancellor made his fubmif- ‘“‘ picions, grievous to me, and dil- 
fion tothe archbifhop, and begged ** honourableto her. Lauretta, O 
pardon for his offence, Wykeham ‘* heaven! candour itfelf, inno- 
ttrenuoufly interceded for him, and ‘“* cence, truth! Lauretta unfaith- 
with much difficulty procured his ‘“* ful and perfidious ! fhe who but 
peace ; by which it fhould feem that ‘* this very morning...No, no, it is 
the bifhop of Winchefter, in this ‘* incredible...and yet it is but too 
affair, was inclined to mild and ‘‘ true” Every moment, every 
gentle methods of procedure, reflexion feemed anew proof ; but 
[To be continued. | hope and confidence could not quit 
his heart. He ftruggled againft per- 
fuafion, as an expiriag man againf 
death. ‘* If fhe were to return,’’ 
faid he, ‘‘if the were to return 
*‘ innocent and faithful! Ah, 
At midnight the Count arrives at ** would my fortune, my life, all 
his houfe, where he flatters ** my love be fuficjent to repair 
himfelf pleafure awaits, and love ‘** the injury Idoher! What plea- 
invites him, and finds all there in ‘* fure fhould I have in confeffiing 
alarm and confufion. ‘* myfelf infault! Withwhat tranf- 
Lauretta’s people tell him with ** ports, with what tears, would I 
fright that they do not know what ‘* efface the crime of having ac- 
is become of her; that they have ‘** cufed her! Alas! I dare not 
fought her in vain; that fhe had ‘* flatter myfelf with being unjult: 
taken care to fend them outof the ** I am not io happy.” 
way, and had feifed that moment ‘There is no body who, in the 
to elude their vigtiance; that fhe uneafinefs and ardour of expecta- 
did not fup at her friend’s; and tion, has not fometimes experi- 
that on going off fhe had left every enced at Paris the tormentof liften- 
thing behind her, even to her dia- ing to the noifeof the coaches, each 
monds, and to the gown fhe had of which we take for that which we 
worn that day. expect, and each of which by turns 
‘* We mult wait for her,” faid arrives, and carries away, as it paf- 
Luzy afier along filence. ‘‘ Donot fes, the hope which it has juft ex- 


nr 


Lauretta: 4A Moral Tale. 
{ Continued from Page 102.] 


* *€ soto bed: there isfomething in- cited. The unhappy Luzy was till 


comprehenfible in this affair.” three in the morning in this cruel 

Love, which feeks to flatter itfelf perplexity. Every carriage which 
began by conje€tures toexcufe Lau he hear’d was, perhaps, that which 
retta ; but findingthem all deftiture was bringing back Lauwretta; at 
of probability, he delivered himieif laft, hope, fo often deceived, gave 
vp to the moft cruel fufpicions. place to defpair. ‘* I am betrayed,” 
“© An involuntary accident might faid he, *‘ 1 can no longer doubt it. 
** have detained her; but in the ‘* Itisja plot which has been con- 
** abience of her people to undrefs ‘* cealedfrom me. The careffes of 
** herfelf, to make her efcape alone ‘* the perfidious creature ferv’d only 

at duik, to leave her houle in un- ‘** the better to difguife it. They 
eafinefs ! all this,” faid he, ‘* have artfully chofen the day on 
clearly. fhows a premeditated ‘* which I was to {up in the coun- 
flight. Has heaven touched her? ‘* try. She has leit every thing be- 
It ys remorfe that has determined ‘* hind her, to let me underitand 
her to fly me? Ah! why can I ** that fhe has no farther occafion 
not at leait believe it! but if fhe ‘* for my prefents. Another with- 
had taken an honeft part, fhe ‘* out doubt overwhelms her with 
would bave had pity of me, fhe “‘ them. She would have been 
‘* afhamed 
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afhamed to have had any thing 
of mine. The moft feebdle pledge 
of my love would have been a 
perpetual reproach of her trea- 
chery andingratitude. She would 
forget, me in order to deliver 
herfelf up in peace to the man 
fhe prefers. Ah the perjured 
wretch! does fhe hope to find 
any one who loves her like me ? 
I loved her too well, f gave my- 
{elf too much uptoit. Her de- 
fires, by being perpetually pre- 
vented, became exrin&. hefe 
are the ways of women. They 
grow tired of every thing, even 
of being happy. Ah! can’ftthou 
be fo now, perfidious girl! Can’tt 
thou be fo, and think of me? Of 
me! do I fay ? What fignify to 
her my Jove and aiiar'? Ah 
while I can fcarce reftrain my 
cries, while I bathe her bed with 
my tears, another, perhaps,.. . 
Horrible thought ! I cannot fup- 
portit. I will know this rival, 
and if the fire which burns in my 
breaft has not confumed me be- 
fore day, I will not die without 
vengeance. It is doubtlefs fome 
one of thofe falfe friends whom 
I have imprudently introduced 
to her. Soligny, perhaps...He 
wastaken with her, when we faw 
her in her own village....She was 
fimple and fincere then. How 
is fhe changed! He wanted to fee 
her again, and[, poor eafy fool ! 
thinking myfelf beloved, believ- 
ing it impoifible for Lauretta to 
be unfaithfal, brought my rival 
to her. I maybe deceived, but 
in fhort it ishe whomI fufpeét. 
I will be fatisfied inftantly. Fol- 
*“* low me,” faid he to one of his 
*“* domefticks; and it was iftarce 
day-light, when, knocking at the 
Chevalier’s door, Luzy afked to fee 
him. ‘** Heis not at home, Sir,” 
faid the Swifs.——** Not at home!” 
** No, Sir, he is in the coun- 
try."———“*_ How long fince ?””—— 
“Since yefterday evening.”——At 
** what hour ?——*‘* About dufk.” 
~——‘* And what part of the coun- 
** try is he gone to?” We do 
** not know : he hastaken only his 
** valet de chambre with him.”— 
* In what carriage?” ———-** In his 
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vis-a-vis.”"—=** Is his abfence to 
** be long ???—** He will not be 
** back this fortnight, and has or- 
** dered me to take care of his let- 
** ters.”—=** At his return tell him 
** that I was here, and that I defire 
** to fee him.” 

At latt, faid he, on going away, 
‘*T am convinced. Every thing 
“‘ agrees. Nothing remains but to 
** difcover where they have con- 
** cealed themfelves. I will tear 
‘* her from his arms, the perfidious 
‘* wretch! and 1 will have the 
‘* pleafure of wafhing away with his 
** blood my injury and her treache- 
6¢ ry {” 

His refearches were ineffectual. 
The Chevalier’s journey wasa myf- 
tery which he could not penetrate. 


se 


, Luzy was therefore fifteen days on 


the rack; and the full perfuafion 
that Soligny was the ravifher, di- 
verted him from every other idea. 
In his impatience, he fent every 
morning to know .if his rival was 
returned. At laft he was told, that 
he was juft arrived. He flies tohim, 
enflamed with anger; and the fa- 
vourable reception given him by 
the Chevalier only irritated him 
more. ‘* My dear Count,” {faid 
Soligny, ‘* you have been very 
‘* earneit in your enquiries for me ; 
‘“* how canl ferve you?’ ‘* In rid- 
‘* ding me,”’ replied Luzy, at the 
fame time turning pale, ‘“* either 
** of a life which I deteft. or of ari- 
val whom I hate. You have 
carried off my miftrefs ; nothing 
remains but to pluck out my 
heart.”—‘* My friend,” faid the 
Chevalier to him, ‘‘ I have as great 
‘* a defire to have my throat cut as 
** yourfelf, for 1 am quite mad with 
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vexation ; butI have no quarrel 
with you; if you pleafe, let us 
underftand each other. Lau- 
retta has been carried off, you 
fay; Lam very forry for it; fhe 
was a charming girl; but upon 
honour it was not by me. Not 
that I pique myfelf on any deli- 
cacy in that point. In love I 
forgive my own friends, and al- 
low myfelf thefe little petty-lar- 
venies ; and though | heartily 
** love you, yet, if Lauretta had 
‘* thought proper to deceive you 
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*< for mé, rather than for another, 
“« I fhould not have been cruel. 
“‘ Bat as,to carrying her off, I 
** don’t like thar, that 1s too {feri- 
** ous a bufinefs for me; andif you 
‘*“have no other reafon for killing 
“* me, I acvife youto let me live, 
*¢ and to breakiait with me.” Tho’ 
the Chevalier’s language had very 
much the air of franknefs, Luzy 
ftill retained his fufpicions. ‘* You 
“* difappeared,” faid he, ‘‘ the fame 
** evening, at the fame hour; you 
“* Jay hid for a fortnight; | know 
** befides that you loved her, and 
‘ that you had an inclination for 
*< her atthe very time that 1 took 
*¢ her.” 
«* You are in luck,” faid Solig- 
ny, ** that in the humour I am now 
** in, I love you enough to come to 
“‘ an explanation. Lauretta went 
“* off the fame evening with me ; [ 
have nothing to fay that: it is one 
“* of thofecritical rencounterswhich 
** form the intrigue of romances. [ 
** thought Laurema beautiful as an 
** angel, and I had an inclination 
“< for her, itis true; but if you 
~* will cut the throats of all who 
“ are guilty of the fame crime, 
*« mercy upon one halfof Paris! 
‘¢ The important article then ts the 
** fecret of my journey, and ab- 
“ fence? Very well, 1 will explain 
*< chat matter.” 
Ly was in love with Madam de 
Bianfon, or rather I was in love 
*‘ with her riches, her birth, her 
“© credit at court; for that woman 
“« has every thing in her favour, 
*: except herfelf. You know, that 
** it the is neither young nor hand- 
** fome, to make amends the has a 
‘« deal of fenfibilicy, and is eafily 
** fecon fire. I had got into her 
** pood graces, and {aw no impofli- 
bility to be, as it is called, happy, 
without proceeding tO marriage, 
- But marriage was my point; and 
under cover of that reipectful ti- 
midity, infeparable from a deli- 
cate love, I eluded all opportunj- 
2 ties of making an ill ule of her 
** weaknefs. So much relerve dif- 
** concerned her. She never faw, 
fhe faid, a man fo timorous and 
** fo much of the novice. I was as 
** bafhful as a young girl: my mo- 
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Gefty abfolutely tantalized her. 
n ihort, not totrouble you with 


all the arts I employed for three 


months to fuftain attacks without 
furrendering, never did coquette 
ftrive fo much to kindle ineffec- 
tual defires. My condu&t was a 
matter-piece of prudence and 
dexterity: butthe widow was 
too hard for me. I am her 
dupe: yes, my friend, fhe has 
furprized my credulous inno- 
cence. Seeing that fhe muft at- 
tack me regularly, the talked of 
marriage. Nothing was more 
advantageous than her propofa!s. 
Her fortune was to be entirely in 
my power, 
only one bar to our happinefs. 
I was very young, andfhe was 
not fuficiently acquainted with 
my character. In order to try 
one another, fhe propofed to me 
to pafs fome days together, tete a 
tete,in the country. ‘* A fort- 
night’s folitude and liberty, faid 
fhe, will give us a truer idea of 
each other, than two years at 
Paris.”” I gave into the fnare, 
and fhe managed fo well thar I 
forgot my refolution. How frail 
is man, and how little certain 
of himfelf! Having taken up 
the part of hufband, I was ob- 
liged to maintain it, and I gave 
her tne beit opinion of me that I 
poflibly could; but in a fhort 
time fhe thought fhe perceived 
that my love abated. It was in 
vain thatl proteited it was the 
fame; fhe told me that the was 
not to be deceived with empty 
words, and that fhe plainly faw 
the change in me. In fhort, this 
morning, | received my difcharge 
in form from under her own 
hand, It runsinthefe words: 
The flender trial which I have 
made of your fentiments is fuf- 
ficient. Begone, Sir, whenever 
ou pleafe. I would have a 

hemead whofe attentions fhould 
never relax ; who loves me al- 
ways, and always the fame.” 
Are you fatisfied ? There is my 
adventure. You fee itis quite of 
a different nature from that 
which you attribute to me. [ 
| ** have 








There remained . 
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‘¢ have been carried off, as well as 
* your Lauretta; heaven grant, 
‘ that they have not done by her 
‘ as they did by me! But now you 
‘* are undeceived with refpect to 
‘© me, have you no other fufpi- 
** cion?” ‘ I am loft in them,” 
faid Luzy: ‘** forgive my forrow, 
‘‘ my defpair, and -my love, the 
ftep which I have juft taken.” 
’*Pihaw !” replied Soligny no= 
thing was more juft. If J had 
taken away your miftrefs, | mutt 
have given you fatisfaction. 
«¢ There is nothinginit; fo much 
* the better: and fo we are good 
‘* friends. Will you breakfaft with 
“ me?” .“ I would die.”--** That 
‘* would be going rather too far. 
** Preferve that remedy for more 
** ferious difgraces. Lauretta is a 
‘* pretty girl, though a little kna- 
** vith baggage ; endeavour to fee 
“ her again; but if you cannot 
“« set her, take another, and the 
** jooner the better.” 
[To be continued. | 
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A View of “Poriti¢At Let- 
TEeRs which have appeared in the 
Pusiic Papers. 


AA Nui-Sganus in the Public Ad- 
vertiier, fays, ‘‘ I have often 
complained of the heterogeneous 
mixture of the prefent motiey Mi- 
niftry ; and foreboded no good con- 
fequences to my country, from fo 
ftrange and unnatural an affociation. 
It is rather furprifing, that what I 
have faid upon this fubjeét fhould 
have no effect upon the gentlemen 
in power; either towards reconci- 
ling them to one another, or teach- 
ing them to draw a veil between the 
world and themfelves, that every 
eye may not fee their divifions and 
difcordancy Never was union and 
harmony more neceflary for any fet 
of minifters than the prefent ; whe- 
ther they confider their own private 
intereft, or the welfare and happi- 
nefs of their country. They came 
into power under great and various 
difadvantages ; with inconfiderate 
rafhnefs and precipitancy, which 
hindered them from predigetting 
any plan of operation ; without 
abilities and experience ; and unac- 
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quainted with thofe Arcana, and 
fecret {prings of government, upon 
the due management of which the 
well-being and permanency of every 
adminiftration mutt in a great mea- 
fure depend. Befides this, they were 
fure of being oppofed by a ftron 

and powerful party; who had railed 
to themfelves a formidable intereft 
in the nation, by the exertion of 
great abilities, knowledge, and in- 
tegrity. One would have thought 
that a miniftry, which came in un- 
der fuch difadvantages as thefe, 
would have feen the necefity of 
acting with the ftriéteft harmony, 
and would have formed themfelves 
into a Phalanx, clofe and embodied; 
the invincibility of which was not 
owing fo much to the number and 
ftrength of the individuals, as to 
the compaéted firmnefs and union 
of the whole. Inftead of this, they 
have given their adverfaries every 
advantage, by proceeding like the 
cackling Trojans, in a loofe and 
firaggling manner; and ftopping 
frequently upon the road to bicker 
and quarrelwith one anuther. There 
is no inftance to be found in hiftory 
(though we have feen one within 
thefe few days) of the different mem- 
bers of the fame adminiftration 
meeting publickly to difpute with 
each other, and debate pro and cn 
upon one of the mof important 
and interefting points, that was 
ever agitated. What muft the world 
think of fuch notorious difference 
and contrariety of fentiment ? Can 
we fuppofe that in private there is 
ahy harmony, or mutation of opie 
nion among them, when in public 
they are thus difcordant and ade. 
verieé ? Mutt we not rather imagine 
that they have different views and 
intereits, and are under the agency 
and influence of different matters ? 
It is noc fo extraordinary that dur- 
ing the recefs of P t in fum- 
mer, while they were tampering 
with the leaders of oppofite parties ; 
fome of them wooing in the m ft 
importunate manner, the Great 
Commoner, and others attaching 
themfelves to his detetied antago- 
nift ; 1t is not, | fay, fo extraordina- 
ry that, in this flu€tuating fituation, 
they fhould not agree upon any plan 
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Or fyftem. But when they have exertion of political abilities, and 
found that all their artsof intreaty, the higheft degree of candor and 
flattery, and proftration have been public Spirit are required to conci- 
inefiectual ; and that notwithftand- liate the minds of the people to their 
ing all their fubmiffions and mean- rulers; it is a circumiance mot 
nefies, the mighty patriot ftands, fincerely to be lamented, that fo 
Veluti Marpefia Cautes, unmoved few are to be found in the great af- 
and itubborn ; and inftead of afford- femblies of our nation who poffefs 
ing them a refuge from the ftorm, thefe virtues: fo very few, who 
threatens their crazy bark with de- without regard to their domettic in- 
firuction ; to continue, in fuch a terefts, @r political conneétions, 
cafe, without pilot or commandey, without the thirft of acquiring, or 
undetermined what courfe to pur- the fear of lofing employments in 
jue, whether to launch out boldly adminiftration, will boldly ftand 
into the deep, ortocreep along fhore forth in defence of the true intereits 
with caution and timidity, is it not of the Britifh Empire, and vindi- 
a glaring proof of egregious folly, cate the caufe of jaftice and of good 
or deplorable infatuation? Such policy. 
wavering and irrefolute behaviour Itis impoffible for any one who 
as this, the effe&t of incapacity and truly feels aconcern for the happi- 
inexperience, can never conciliate nefs of his fellow citizens, and a de- 
the confidence and affection of the fire for the profperity of this coun- 
people, as it is notorioufly prejudi- try, to be unaffeéted when he ob- 
cial to the honour and interefts of ferves fo little attention paid to the 
the community. It was a miferable, language of equity, of folid wifdom, 
a fhocking event for this kingdom, of experience, and zeal for the wel- 
when an affair of fach importance, fare of the kingdom, in the fpeech 
as the dependence of America upon of the beft friend of the king, and 
Britain came to be debated : There of his native country, in the lower 
fhould have been no difputes, no Houfe of Parliament. To hear the 
diverfity of opinion upon a point of petulance of foul and invidious de- 
fuch confequence. Indeed it wasof traétion levelled at this ‘moft excel- 
too delicate a nature to have been lent perfon whofe every attention 
expofed to common eyes, or agita- is beftowed upon the happinefs of 
ted in Public with any propriety. mankind ; and the affertion of the 
Happy would it have been for this lawful rights and privileges of Bri- 
country, if when accounts were firft tith Subjects, wherever they may be, 
received of the rebellious behaviour on this or t’other fide of the Atlan- 
of the colonifts, the miniftry had tick.—To hear him branded in the 
agreed in C 1 to enforce the public coffee-houfes, and other pla- 
act with fpirit and vigour! The ces of refort, as a raifer of fedition, 
flame of fedition might have been a broacher of new and rebellious 
extinguifhed with the greateft fafe- dodtrines, as a friend to faction and 
ty, when it was firft kindled, before confufion, cuts my heart to the 
the miftaken zeal of a Republican quick, and muft raife the noble in- 
Enthufiafi had thrown fuel upon the dignation of all good men againtt 
fire, to feed and fupport it. ‘Whe- this tide of corruption, which has 
ther its progrefs can now be check- overfpread the land. Little did I 
ed, before it has marked its way think to feethe glorious inftrament 
with ruin, is a queftion that cannot of divine providence in reftoring 
eafily be refolved ; as the engines of importance, and tranquility, to 
ftate are but ill fupplied, and in a thefe kingdoms, when funk into 
crazy condition; befides which, the molt abjeé ftate of contempt 
they are to be played off by men, throughout all Europe; little did f 
who have neither {kill nor itrength think to fee that Man who take him 
to manage them dexterouilly. for all in all, I fhall never fee his 
The Spefator,in the Public Ledger like again, thus infulted and mifre- 
fays, ‘“* Atatime when the greateft prefented by ungrateful wretches. 
unanimity of council, the aimof Mr, Pitt has well demonftrated 
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Letter from a Chine/e in London, to bis Friend in China. 


the fources ‘of attachment to the 
dignity of Parliament: he has re- 
elled the arguinents of thofe who 
ave brought books to.prove, that 
the Americans are not Britons by 
right, —Britons by inheritance.—He 
has well fhewn the general princi- 
pleon which this nation ought to 
aét with regardto America, to put 
the padlock on the minds of our 
faithful brethren, and preferve as 
long as poffible the volatile princi- 
ple of friendfhip, and mutual affec- 
tion between us. Friendfhips are 
much more eafily diffolved than ac- 
quired, and like all jewels of great 
value, are moft valued when they 
are loft.— 
‘So {poke the Seraph Abdiel, 
‘“* faithful found 
‘¢ Among the faithlefs, faithful 
“* only he; 
‘¢ Among innumerable falfe, un- 
** mov’'d 
‘¢ Unfhaken, unfeduc’d, unterri- 
** fy’d, 
“ His mai he kept, his love, his 
“* geal; 
‘¢ Nor number, nor example, with 
‘* him wrought 
‘* To fwerve from truth, or change 
‘* his conftant mind, 
“© Tho fingl—From amidft them, 
‘© forth he pafs’d 
** Long way thro’ fcorn, which he 
** fuftain’d 
‘¢ Superior, nor of violence fear’d 
** ought; 
** And with retorted {corn his back 
** he turn’d 
** On thofe proud towers to {wift 
e ‘pi wire = ay Tag 
rifpin Fob/on, in the St. James’s 
Chretien ‘© Cobler not 
beyond thy laf, fay the Latins ; yet 
at the /a? I am refolved to fpeak. 
All is well that ends well fay I. Sor- 
ry lam, to find that wife men a& 
fo as that their aéts want mending 
or heel-piecing, as I may fay. For 
my part, | wax old, as dotha fhoe, 
and yet | may come to live to fee 
Peng an . 0 9 foals 
or flamping upon this loyal people. 
What wt they fhould rifle 
when they were going to be fraps? 
t be true, as the gentleman in 
the Cue. wig faid, that we want them 
to pay, when they have not where- 


12 
withal, why, then I fay, that the 
man who contrived the aét, is no 
better than a blockhead, that’s all : 
And if we hartour malefa@ories of 
cloth, and the like, why then, I 
fay, we are a parcel of affes, that’s 
allgentiemen. Lam afraid we have 
broken their heads, and though we 
may give them a plaifter, yet the 
wound may be bad to heal, and at 
beitit will leave a f{car, that will laft 
for ever. Some men wear leather 
aprons, and fome wear fine clothes; 
but fenfe makes the man, that’s all. 


A Letter from a Peruvian Prince/s to 
her Lover. 


[Continued from Page 108. ]} 


THY journey, my dear Aza, feems 


to me very long. How ardenr- 
ly do I defire thy arrival. 


We have been at Paris a fort. 
night, and I live with Celina in her 
hufband’s houfe, which is fo dif- 
tant from that of her brother, that 
Iain notobliged to fee him every 
hour. He often comes hither to 
eat: but Celina and I live together 
in fuch a harry, that he has:not lej- 
{ure to fpeak with me in private. 

We employ partof the day in 
the tirefome work of dretiing our- 
felves, and the reft in what they 
cali here paying of vifits. 

Thefe two occupations feem to me 
quite as unprofitable as they are fa- 
tiguing, if the latter did not pro- 
cure me the means of informing 
myfelf more particularly of the cui. 
toms of the country. 

The vifits or devoirs that we pay, 
confift im going to as great a num- 
ber of houfes as poffible, there to 
give and receive a reciprocal tribute 
of praife upon the beauty of our 
faces and fhapes, the éxcellence of 
our tafte, & the judicious choice of 
our dreiies. 

It was not long before I difco- 
vered the reafon that made us take 
fo much pains to acquire this ho- 
mage: | find itis, becaufe there is 
a neceflity of receiving in perfon 
this momentary incenfe; for no 
fooner does any one difappear, but 
fhe takes another form. The charms 
that were found in her that goes out 
ferve only to make a contemptuous 
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324. © Letter from a Chinefe in London to bis Friend in China. 


Comparifon, in order to eftablifh 
the perfections of her who comes in. 

Cenfure is the reigning tafte of 
the French, as incoherence is the 
character of their nation. In their 
books, you find the general criti- 
cifm of human manners, and in 
their converfation that of every 
particular perfon, provided he be 
abfent. 

What they call the mode, has not 
altered the antient ufage of faying 
freely all the ill they ean of others, 
and fometimes even more than they 
think. People of the beft behaviour 
follow the cuftom, and are diit:n- 
guifhed only by a certain formal 
apology they make for their frark- 
nefs and love of truth ; which 
once over, they reveal the faults, 





In a word, my dear Aza, their 


vices are artificial as well as their 
virtues. Like the play-things they 
give their children, thefe whimiical 
people fhew only a faint refem- 
blance of the thinking beings they 
fhould appear. You 
foftnefs, colour, and upon the w 
a fair outiide, without any real va- 
lue.. Accordingly they are elteemed 
by other nations only as the pretty 
toys and trifles of fuciety. Good 
fenfe {miles at their genteel airs, and 
coldly ranks them in their proper 
place. 


ave weight, 
ole 


Happy the nation which has na- 


ture only for its guide, truth for 
its mover, and virtue for its princi- 
ple ! 


the ridicules, and even the vices, of Letter from a Chine/e in London to his 


others without fcruple, not {paring 
even their beft friends. 

As the fincerity which the French 
ufe to one another is without ex- 
ception, fo their reciprocal confi- 
dence is without bounds. One need 
have neither eloquence to be heard, 
nor probity to obtain belief. Every 
thing is faid, every thing is receiv’d, 
with che fame levity. 

Yet | would not have you think, 
my dear Ava, thatthe French are 
in general born. with bad in- 
clinations: I fhould be more un- 
jutt than they, if Llefe you in fuch 
an error. 

Naturally fufceptible of virtuous 
fentiments, | never faw one of them 
that was not melted at the hiitory, 
which they oblige me often to give 
them, of the rectitude of our hearts, 
the candour of our fentiments, and 


the fimplicity of our manners. If 


they lived among us, they would 
become virtuous: butexample and 
cuflom arethe tyrants by which they 
are iway’d. 

A man of good fenfe {peaks ill 
of the abfent, hecaufe he would not 
be defpifed by thoie who are pre- 
fent: another would be honeft, hu- 
maie, and without pride if he did 
mot fear being ridiculous; and a 
third becomes ridiculous through 
fuch qualities, as would make him 
a model of perfection if he dared 


to exert them, and aflume bis jaf 


merit 





Friend in China, 


I Was fome days ago agreeably fur- 

prifed by a meflage fioma lady 
of diftinétion, who fent me word, 
that fhe moft paflionately defired the 
pleaiure of my acquaintance ; and, 
with the utmoft impatience, ex- 
pected an interview. I will not de- 
ny, my dear Fum Hoam, but that 
my vanity was raifed at fuch an 
invitation, | flattered myfelf that 
fhe had feen me in fome public 
place, and had conceived an af- 
tection for my perfon, which thus 
indaced her to deviate from the 
ufual decorums of the fex. My 
Imagination painted her in all the 
bloom of youth and beauty. | fan- 
cied her attended by the loves and 
graces, and | fet out with the moft 
pleafing expectations of feeing the 
conqueit I had made. 

When I was introduced into her 
apartment, my expectations were 
quickly at an end; | perceived a lit- 
tie ihrivelled figure indolently re- 
clined on wth 5 who nodded by 
Way 0! approbation at my approach. 
This, as I was pe Anion Fp at ematy 
ed, was the lady herielf, a woman 
equally difiinguifhed for rank, po- 
litenefs, tafte and underflanding. 
As I was dreffed after the fafhion of 
Europe, fhe had taken me for an 
Englifhman, and confequently fa- 
luted me in her ordinary manner ; 

tout 
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but when the footman informed ber 

Grace that i was the gentleman from 

China, fhe inftantly lifted herfelf 
from the couch, while her eyes 
fparkled with unufual vivacity. 

«s Blefs me! can this be the gentle- 
«* man that was born fo far from 

*¢ home ? What an anufual fhare of 
fomethingnefs in his whole ap- 
pearance. Lord how I am 
charmed with the outlandifh 
cut of his face ; how betwitching 
the exotic breadth of his fore- 
head. I would give the world to 
“* fee him in his own country drefs. 
‘¢ Pray turn about, Sir, and let me 
*¢ fee you behind. There! there’s 
*< atraveli’d air for you. You that 
*¢ attend there, bring up a plate of 
** beef cut into fmall pieces: I 
*¢ have a violent paflion to fee him 
“eat. Pray, Sir, have you got 
your chop fticks about you? It 
will be fo pretty to fee the meat 
carried to the mouth witha jerk. 
Pray {peak a little Chinefe: I 
have learned fome of the lan- 
*< cuage myfelf. Lord, have you no- 
*‘ thing pretty from China about 
you; fomething that one does 
not know what to do with? I 
have got twenty things from 
China that are of no ufe in the 
world. Look at thofe jars, the 

are of the right pea-green ; thefle 
are the furniture.” ** Dear ma- 
dam,” faid I, ‘* thofe, though 
they may appear fine in your 
eyes, are but paltry to a Chinefe ; 
but, as they are ufeful utenfils, 
it is proper they fhould have a 
placein every apartment.” *‘ Ule- 
ful ' Sir,’’ replied the lady; ‘“‘fure 
you miliake, they are of no ufe in 
the world.” ‘** What! are they 
not filled with an infufion of tea 
as in China ?” replied I. ‘* Quite 
empty & ufele{s upon my honour 
Sir.” ** Then they are the mott 
cumbrous and clumfy furniture 
“* in the world, as nothing is trul 

** elegant but what unites ufe wit 

** beauty.” 1 proteft, fays the lady, 
Ifhall begin to fufpect thee of being 
an actual barbarian. | fuppofe alio 
you hold my two beautiful Pagods 
in contempt ‘* What!” cried I, 
** has Fohi fpread his grofs fuper- 
** ftitions here alfo ? Pagods of all 
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‘< kinds are my averfion.” <A Chi- 
nefe, atraveller, and want tafte ! it 
furprifes me. Pray, Sir, examine the 
beauties. of that Chinefe temple 
which you fee at the end of the 
garden. It there any thing in Chi- 
na more beautiful? ‘“* Where [ 
‘* ftandI fee nothing, Madam, at 

the end of the garden that may 
not as well be called an Epyp- 
tian pyramid asa Chinefe tem. 
ple ; for that little building in 
view is as like the one as t’other.” 
What! Sir, is not that a Chinefe 
temple? you muft furely be mif 
taken. Mr. Freeze, who cefigned 
it, calls it one, and nobody difputes 
his pretenfions to tafte. I now tound 
it in vain to contradiét the lady in 
any thing fhe thought fit to advance: 
fo was refolved rather to aét the dif- 
ciple than the initru€tor. She took 
me through feveral rooms all! fur- 
nifhed, as fhe told me, in the Chi- 
nefe manner; {prawling dragons, 
{quatting pagods, and clumfy Man- 
darines, were ftuck upon every 
fhelf; In turning round one mutt 
have ufed caution not to demolith 
a part of the precarious furni- 
ture. 

In a houfe like this, thought J, 
one muft live continually upon the 
watch ; the inhabitant muit refem- 
ble a knight in an enchanted caflle, 
who expects to meet an adventure 
at every turning. ** But, Madam.” 
faid I, ** dono accidents ever hap- 
** pen to all this finery,” Man, Sir, 
replied the lady, is born to misfor- 
tunes, & itis but fit] fhould havea 
fhare. Three weeks ago, a carelefs 
fervant {napp’d off the head of a fa- 
vourite Mandarine: I had {carce 
done grieving for that, whena mon- 
key broke a beautiful jar; this [ 
took the more to heart, as the inju- 
ry was done me by a friend: how- 
ever, I {urvived the calamity ; when 
yelterday crafh went half adozen 
dragons upon the marble hearth- 
ftone; and yetl live; I furvive ir 
all: you can’t conceive what com- 
fort I find under affliétions from phi- 
lofophy. ‘There is Seneca, and Bo- 
lirgbroke, and fome others, wha 
guide me through life, and teach 
me to fupport its calamities.——J 
could not but imile at a woman 
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who makes her own misfortunes, 
aud then deplores the miferies of 
her fituation. Wherefore, tired of 
ating with diffimulation, and wil- 
ling to indulge my meditations in 
folitude, [ took leave juit as the fer- 
vant was bringing in a plate of beef, 
purfuant to the directions of his 
miftrefs. Adieu. 


Moral Maxims and Reflexions. 


NAtre has fet bounds to all our 
pleafures. We may enjoy them 
fafely within thefe bounds, but if 
we refine too much upon them, the 
certain confequence 1s difappoint- 
ment and chagrin. 

There is fomething naturally 
foothing and comfortablein a firm 
belief that the whole frame of na- 
ture is fupported & conduéted by an 
eternal and omnipotent Being of 
infinite goodnefs, who intends by 
the whole courfe of his providence 
to promote the greateft good of his 
creatures: a belief that weare ac- 
quainted with the means of concili- 
ating the divine favour, and that in 
confequence of this we have it in our 

ower to obtain it, a belief that this 
fife is but the infancy of our ex- 
iitence, that we fhall furvive the 
feeming deftruction of our prefent 





‘Moral Maxims and Reflexions. 


frame, and have it in our power to 
fecure our entrance on a new ftate 
of eternal felicity. If we beliéve 
that the conduét which the deity re- 
quires of usis fuch as moft effectu- 
ally fecures our prefent happinefs, 
— with the peace & happinefs 
of fociety, we fhould naturally 
imagine that  thefe fentiments 
would be fondly cherifhed and 
adopted by all wife and good men, 
whether they were fuppofed to 
arife from any natural anticipation 
of the human mind, the force of rea- 
fon, or an immediate revelation from 
the —— Being. But tho’ the be- 
lief of a deity, & of a future ftate of 
exiftence have univerfally prevailed 
in all ages and nations of the 
world, yet it has been diverfified 
and connected with a variety of 
fuperititions, which have often 
rendered it afelefs, and even hurt- 
ful to the general intereft of man- 
kind.——The fupreme Being has 
fometimes been reprefented in fuch 
a light as made him rather an ob- 
je&t of terror than of love ; as ex- 
ecuting both prefent and eternal 
vengeance on the greateft part of 
the world for crimes they never 
committed, and for not believing 
doctrines which they never heard. 
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SeLect Pieces of Poetry. 


TRUST IN GOD. 
H Y dtoops the head, why lan- 
guifhes the eye? 
Whac mean the flowing tear, and frequent 
figh ? 
Where oon the lenient med’cines to im- 
part 
Their balmy virtue to a bleeding heart ? 
Fruitiefs are ali attempts for kind relief 
‘To mix her cordial, and allay my grief ; 
So ftrong my anguith, fo fevere my pain, 
Weak is philofophy, and reafon vain : 
Such rules, like fuel, make my paffion 
glow, 
Quicken each pang, and point the fling of 
woe; 





’ 


Imagination labours but in vain, 

While darkening clouds intoxicate the 
brain i , 

Fancy no {weet ideas can fuggett, 

To luli the raging tumult im my breatt ; 

In vain or mirth invites, or friendfhip 
calls, 

Wit dies a jeft, and converfation palls ; 

Nature and art fupply freth fprings of 
care, 

And each obtruding thought creates de- 
{pair ; 

No fcenes amufe me, that amus’d be- 
tore, 

And what delighted once, delights ne 
PACTS ¢ 
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Tho’ all creation beautiful appears, 

And nature’s afpe& a rich verdure wears; 

Yet Mill her bloom with fickening eyes I 
fee, 

And all her luxury is loft on me: 

The budding plants of variegated hue, 

The biloffoms opening with the merning 
dew 


> 

The vernal breeze that gently fans the 
bowers, 

The laughing meadows, and enlivening 
fhowers, 

Th’ enamell’d garden, where the works 
of art 

Give firength to nature, and frefh charms 
impart ; 

Where gaudy pinks, and blufhing rofes 
bloom, 


Rich in array, & pregnant with perfume; 
Where Flora, fmiling, fees her offspring 
vie 
To fpread their beauties, and regale the 
eye : 
All, all, in vain, with charms united glow 
To deck the fcene, or gild.the face of 
woe : 
So when the morning lark afcending fings, 
While joy attunes his voice, and mounts 
his wings ; 
Tho’ to his cheerful notes the hills reply, 
And warbling mufic gladdens all the tky ; 
Still in his ftrains no pleafing charms I 
find 
No fweet enchantment to compofe my 
mind. 
In vain the fun his gaudy pride difplays, 
No genial warmth attends his brighteft 
rays; 
And when his abfent light the moon fup- 
plies 
Or planets glitter to enrich the fkies, 
Nagleam of comfort from their luftre 
. flows, 
No harbinger of peace, or calm repofe : 
But gloomy vapours e’er the night pre- 
vail, 
And peftilence is fpread in every gale : 
Thus weaken’d by a gradual decay, 
Life’s bitter cup I drink without al- 


Nor tafte the bleffing of one cheerful 
da 


y: 

Come then, kind death, thy fharpeft fteel 
prepare, 

Here point the dart, and fnatch me from 
defpair ! 

But ftop, O man, thy plaintive firains 
fupprefs, 

With Chriflian patience learn to ac- 
quiefce ! 

Th’ —! voice of reafon calmly 
rear, 

And let religion check the flowing tear : 

Whate’er the will of providence affigns, 

"Tis Infidelity alone repines ; 
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But thofe who truft in God difdain to 
grieve, 

And what our father fends, with joy re- 
ceive ; ' 

Whofe fharp correétions teftify his love, 

And certain bieffings in the end will 
prove; 

Who fees how man would err with- 
out controul, ? 

Affiiéts the body, to improve the 
foul, 


And by chaftizing part, preferves the 
whole, 

Hence, tho’ dark-lowering fkies, and an- 
gry gales, 

Confpire toraife the ftorm, and rend the 
fails ; 

Yet, ifcalm reafon at the helm prefide, 

My little bark will ftem both wind and 
tide ; : 

And adverfe currents fhall at laft convey, 

The fhatter’d veffel to the realms of day! 

Thus taught by Faith, how rafh it is and 
vain 

For man, mere duft and afhes, to come 

lain ! 

My foul, with fad difquietude oppreft, 

Direéts her flight to heaven in fearchof 
reft ; 

And refuge takes (which “ peace at laft 
will bring”) 

Beneath the fhadow of th’ Almighty’s 
Wing 5 

On him I fix my mind, and place my 
truft, 

A Being infinitely wife and juft ! 

And fhould his providenge new beams 
create, 

To brighten the complexion of my fate, 

A cheerful tribute to histhrone I'll raife, 

And ftamp my fong with gratitude and 
praife, 

But fhould indulgence fuit not his de- 
figns, 

Who evil into happinefs refines ; 

Let due fubmiffion make my burden light, 

And may I thinkeWhatever is, is right! 

Then “ be not thou difquieted my foul.” 

Havelively faithe-and ‘* faith will make 
thee whole,” 

When heaven infiiéts, with calmnefs bear 
the ftroke, 

Since to repine is only to provoke ; 

Learn to adore the juftice of thy God, 

And kifs the facred hand that holds the 


rod ; 

That facred hand, which firft the heart 
explores, 

Probes every wound, and fearches all the 
fores ; 

Then the right med’cine properly ape 
plies, 

To cleanfe the part where all th’ infec- 
tion lies, 


Hear 
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728 SzLect Pieces of Poetry. 


Hear this, thou coward man, nor dread 
the fmart, ; 
Which, tho’ it ftings, will purify the 


rt . 
For refignation will promote the cure, — 
And, tho’ the means are fharp, the end is 
fure. 
Since then affliétions are thro’ mercy fent, 
To be of good the happy initrument ; 
Since for the nobleft ends they are de- 
fign’d, 
To form the judgment, to improve the 
mind, 
To curb our paffions, to dire& our love, 
‘To awe mankind, and fpeak a God above; 
O may I view them with religion's eye, 
Nor lofe the guard of virtue till I die ! 
Hence fhall I tafte the f{weets that evils 


bring, 
And fuck the honey, while I feel the 


fting ; 

Hence fhall I learn the bitter cup to bicfs, 

And drink it as a draught of —_ : 

A wholefome potion, which, tho’ mix'd 
with gall, 

May {till preferve my life, my foul, my all! 

Thus fix’d my heart; tho’ fruit fhould 
fail the vine, 

The fig-tree ficken, and its bloom decline; 

The labour of the olive be in vain, 

And flocks infeéted, perifh on the plain ; 

Tho’ corn, and oil, and wine at once de- 
creafe, 

The fields grow barren, and the harveft 
ceafe ; 

The baffied ‘hinds their frnitlefs toil de- 


plore, 
And vales uncheerful laugh and fing no 


more ; 
Yet ftill with gladnefs would I ferve the 
Lord, 
Adore his wifdom, and obey his word = 
Hear then, O God, regard a fuppliant’s 
prayer ; 
Sooth all my pangs and fave me from de- 
{pair : 
Iilwminate my foul with gladfome rays, 
And tune my voice to thy eternal praife ; 
Difpel the clouds of darknefs from my 


eyes, 

And make me know that to be good is 
wife: 

Let chriftian precepts all my foul employ, 

And be not more my duty, than my joy : 

Let confcience, void of art, and free from 

- guile, 

Still in my bofom innocently fmile; 

Her cheerful beams will gild the gloom 
of fate, 

And make me happy in whatever ftate. 

Hence fhallI learn my talent to improve, 

If poer by patience, and if rich by love ; 


_— 


If fortune fmiles, let me be virtue’s friend, 
And where I go, let charity attend : 
Within my bofom Ict compaffion dwell, 
To foften all the woes which others feel ; 
T° affwage by kind relief affiiction’s fighs, 
And wipe the falling tear from widows 
eyes ; 
To feed the hungry, the diftrefs’d to cheer, 
The needy fuccour, and the feeble rear : 
Hence fhall my mind, infiam’d with pub- 
lic good, 
Unthaken ftand in midft of plenty’s flood ; 
Hence fhall I {corn temptation’s gilded 


bait, 

Look with difdain on all the pomp of 
ftate 

And by humility be truly great. 

But fhould it be thy bleffed willto fpread 

Clouds of thick darknefs lowering o’er my 
head ; 

Let me have grace to know they are de- 


gn'd, 
To check my follies, & corre& my mind ; 
me have grace to know in my dif- 


t 

I ftill to thee may have a free accefs ; 

And be an heir (tho’ all the world thould 
frown) 

Of heavenly glory, and a future crown ! 

From thefe refie€tions true contentment 
flows, 

Contentment——fuch as grandeur feldom 
knows ; ' 

Hence in the lowly cot a relith fprings, 

Above the tafte of courts, and pride of 
kings. 

Thus in the flood of wealth be thou my 
guide, 

And ftcer my courfe *twixt avarice and 
pride ; 

Or, in the ebb of fortune, teach my mind 

To know its duty, and to be refign'd ; 

Prepare me to receive or good or ill, 

As the refult of thy almighty will ; 

Thy will, whofe chief defign and general 
pian 

Tend to promote the happinefs of man: 

Be every fenfual appetite fupprefs’d, 

Nor the leaft taint lielurking in my breaft: 

Let fteady reafon my affections guide, 

And calm content fit {miling by my fide ; 

Teach me with fcorn to view the things 
below, 

As gaudy phantoms, and an empty fhow; 

But guide my withes to the things above, 

As the fole objeét of a Chriftian’s love ; 

Make me refie@ on my eternal home, 

A dying Saviour, and a lifeto come ; 

Dire& me virtue’s happy courfe to run 7 

And let me, as inftru€ted by thy fon, 

In every Ration fay, Thy will be done. ¢ 
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